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I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter- 
viewed by Committee Staff member Paul Wallarh. in Room 
608, Carroll Arms, Washington, D.C. The interview began 
at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward. 

At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the 
Committee was attempting to determine whether or not 
there was any basis for reopening of the case of the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further 
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before and after the 
assassination. 

Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington, 
D.C. , and how I received notice to come to Washington, D. 

C., for this interview. Ve was told I arrived about 
5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December 
12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI 
Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct- 
ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1975, 
for this interview. 

Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any 
Bureau officials prior to this interview. I informed him 
that I had met with Inspector John Hot is of the Legal 
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of 
this discurrion and I advised him that I had asked Mr. 

Kotis if he knew the reason why I was being interviewed by 
the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not 
know the reason or purpose other than it concerned my role 
in the assassination investigation. 
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Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of 
my right to counsel and I stated this had been done. . Mr. 
Wallach then advised me of my right to counsel and my right 
to refuse to ansv:er any questions. I advised Mr. Wallach I 
was aware of my rights. 






ITOrvi 
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Mr. Wallach advised me that recorded results of 
this intervi cv; would later be available to me, in Washington, 
D.C. I asked ii I would be furnished a copy and if a cop. 
would bo furnished the Bureau. I was informed that thc^ Bureau 
would not be furnished a copy nor woiud anyone, other than my- 
self, from the Eureuu, have access to this report. I was also 
told that I would be advised by mail when I could have access 
to the re}, ort. Mr. Wallach did not say if I would be furnished 
a copy. lie also said 1 could request the presence of a Senator 
during the interview, which request I did not make . 


in Dallas from 1956 to 1966. Mr. 
what kind of investigative /or); I was 


Mr. Wallach then asked about my Bureau career and 
assignments prior to November 22, 1963. He was advised of my 
assignments in Phoenix from 1952 to 1954, in Amarillo, Texas, 
from 1954 tc 195G ; and 

Wollacb inquired as to -- -- 

doing as of November 21, 1963, and I told him that primarily x 
was assigned to investigations having to do with organised 
crime, gambling, and criminal intelligence, and occasionally 
some involved civil rights cares, and some extortion cases. 

Mr! Wallach asked hew long I had been doing such work and who 
else in the Dallas Office was either working with me or doing 
similar work. I told him I had been working these type cases 
since November, 1957, and that I was assisted by SA Ivan D . 

L££ from about I960, or so, until the assassination, at which 
time Lee and I were both assigned to the assassination investi- 
gation, primarily, for about a year. 


Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a "hip pocket 
informant" and after I gave him my definition, he asked if I 
had any in Dallas. I defined a "hip pocket informant as a 
source of information whose identity was never made known nor 
was there ever any record made that such a person was being 
used as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never employee 
"hip pocket informants" in Dallas or elsewhere. 
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Hr. Nallach asked if I knew of, or had heard of 
» /"■ r n- 1 ^ c-. » T-.-Vff icuaiLS Of Tampa , and Ca ^lo sHarccjLlo. of New 
o'riTT'n'., Louisiana. I said that in investigations of or- 
qanizco crime matters, I had become acquainted with these 
names, but 1 believed the correct name was Santos Tra. f icantc , 
to which Mr. Kallach agreed. Mr. VM-.llach asked if I knew of 
a man named McVhil lie (Phonetic) and I said I could not reca_l 
evc 2 ‘ having hcTrrd of this name.’ 


I knew 


of 


Jack 


Ruby . 


I said 


Mr. Kal la eh asked if _ - . 

I had known Ruby as the owner or operator of two Dallas nignt 
dubs, that were frequented by pimps, prostitutes and persons 
involved in criminal activities. I was asked if I haa ever 
talked to Ruby and I said I had on maybe two occasions prior 
to November 21, 1963, but I could not recall the contents of 
these conversations, other than it most likely had to go v.itr. 
persons v. ? ho froqucnt.ee Ru.jy s nighc clufcs. 


tod if I was aware of a connection 
with Marcello, and with HcVJillie 
not aware of any connection by Ruby 
and repeated that I did not recall 


Mr. Kallach as! 
of Ruby with Traff icantc, 

(Phonetic) . I said I was 
with any of these persons 
the name McKillie. 

Mr. Kallach asked if I was acquainted with the torn 
•i pr i " - "potential criminal informant’ 1 , if I knew Jack Ruby 
a pc J of the Dallas Office, and if I knew the identity o 
Uie ?BI /cent in Dallas, a "red headed fellow” who had had 
Ruby assigned to him, and which Agent was later disciplined 
or transferred. I had just begun to answer Mr. Kallach, ^ 
when U. s. Senator Richard P - Schweicker , of Pennsylvania, 
entered the room at 2733 I’M and thereafter took part gointi:* 
in the interrogation of me with Hr. Kallach, after introducing 
himself. Mr. Kallach briefly reviewed with Senator .,chweicher 
what had previously transpired in the interview. senator 
SS«oi2hc? n»x-a it I knew Ruby was a PCI ami it I was not 
aware of Ruby's connections with organized crime. 


:T>iV - PJ 
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I stated that my investigation of organized crime 
iminnl intelligence matters in Dallas were primal ily 
ned with the activities of Joseph Francis Civello 
e associates and the activities of a roving band of 
Fls, not connected with Civello, who used Dallas as 
'for their activities. I stated that xn these lnverti- 
s neither I nor FA Lee had become aware of any in- 
ert bv Ruby in organised crime matters or any anso- 
., v.’ith the persons who were the subjects of our mvesti- 


At this point, 2:37 PM, Senator Fchweicker aske 
,. r wall ach if I had been sworn, and when told that T had 
not Senator Fchv.’cicker placed me under oath, making reference 
to all the answers I had given prior to being sworn, as well 


as Lin 


v-lVC 


' er. 




I pointed out that if Ruby had been involved in 
organized crime matters, such as association with Trafricnnte 
or Iiai cello, and this had become known to tne FBI, I wa» su-c 
I as an Agent assigned to organised crime investigations m 
Dallas where l.uby resided, would have been so advised ana 
that this was not the case. 

In answer to the questions about Ruby being a 
PCI , I stated I had heard something after November 24 , 1963, 
that an Agent in Dallas had at one time opened a ^ase o 

Rviby, but I did not know any details such as when this oc 
curred the name of the Agent, and I was not aware that this 
Aocnt^' whoever he was, had been disciplined because of any 
dealings with Ruby or for having Ruby as a PCI. 

Senator Schweicker then asked if when a person is 
designated a PCI, the Agent makes such a recommendation to 
his superior -and that Ruby had been made a PCI because of 
hi*- connection:-, with organized crime. I explained that a 
person can be designated a TCI by the Agent because of hi- 
association with the criminal element, his residence, his 

ont or for any of a number of reasons, and that this 
£?£ Sn MO fuSnisS .ny pbrUmmt or ur.cful. in formation 
o? be of any value. Senator Schweicker then asked if PCIs 
were not paid and I said they wore only paid when they 
furnished pertinent or good useful information only on a 
Co, basis! I was asked if kaby bad over been paid and 
$1;?d I bad no knowledge of any such payment. 
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I was ashed if I had any opportunity to see 
Oswald in the police department ~t that time or any other 
subsequent tine and I stated to the best of my knowledge 
Oswald had been taken to the office of Captain “Will' 1 
Fritz , that I ni.ver did go to Captain Fritz's office at 
any tine on November 22, 23, or 24, 19G3, and that I had 
nevti personally observed Oswald subsequent to his arrest 
'in the theater in Oak Cliff. 

At this point in the interrogation, Mr. Walle.ch * 
asked lac if I knew that disciplinary action by the Bureau' had 
been taken ar ^inst (James 1 Eos tv. I advised them that I 
was aware of this through my association with Hosty in Dallas. 

I was then .asked if I knew that some A.ssistant Directors of 
the FjII had been disciplined because of their handling of 
certain matters in the assassination investigation. I stated 
I was iiOt aware of this and had no knowledge of any such 
disciplinary action. 

Hr. Nailcch then asked me if I had attended a 
"going away" party held, not in the Dallas Office, for Hosty 
by his friends in Dallas. I stated I did not recall any 
such party and further felt that if there had been such a party 
I would have been invited and would have attended because 
Hosty and I were in the same car pool, we attended the same 
church, we belonged to the same clubs, and I had coached 
his son on the school football team, and further, that many 
of Iiosty 's friends were also my friends. 

I was asked if I recalled a conference being held 
by SAC J . Gordon Shan!: 1 in on the early morning of November 
23, 1 9 G 3 , in which Agents of the Dallas Office were given 
instructions on investigation to be conducted that day. I 
stated that I recalled reporting to work on Saturday, November 
23, at about G:00 AM after having worked to about 3:00 AM 
'that same morning from the Friday before, and I did not recall 
any such conference held by Mr. Chanklin. 

I was asked if there had not been a conference on 
the morning of November 24, 12G3, in which Mr. Shanklin in- 
structed the Dallas Agents not to go near the area at the 
city jail where Oswald was being removed that day and 1 
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stated I did recall th-sc instructions, and further, I nad 
been instructed , along v:ith BA, , J Y D« Lee , to 50 to LRLD- 

. _ _i.i_.-_ _ V- +- • nmi i- nkAf that thcit 


TV Station to obtain are, pertinci) t photograph 
station j.iirht have and further, that while there I had ob 
served, onVlo.scd circuit television, the. Oswald shooting 
’in the bascr.r n.t of the police department. I was ashed if 
had env knov.-ledae of a telephone call received by the mi 
during - * the night of November 23-2', 1963, containing - 
throat aejainst Oswald. 1 said that to the bost of 
leder-, i did recall something to the effect that SA j jjJC LC Ul , 
J on duty during the early — — ' — 

the Dallas FBI Office and 
not recall at this tine 
ition nor did I recall any 
call . 



jjy.y'c-f-i had been 


Novei. .ber 24 at 
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and discussing whether or not it was 
tnuajL u^.uui,, that it was the act of one non acting alone 
or was a conspiracy. I stated I was sure that there hau been 
such discussions on an informal basis but that I coulu not 
recall any details or anything as to when such discussions 
were held or who was present and, further, that I was sure 
that everyone connected with the investigation would have 
made some personal conclusions. 

At this point, I-ir. V7alloch asked if it was not 
true that Mr. fhauklin or some other Bureau official had 
given explicit directions that the investigation was to 
establish that Oswald acted alone in connection with v-he 
assassination. Before I could answer this question, Mr. 
Nallach stated that such information had been receive a from 
other l'UI Agents. I stated that this was not so, that I did 
not believe any other Agents had made such statements, anc 
further, that wo had, to the contrary, been given instructions 
to conduct our investigation in an effort to establish all 
the facts to identify all persons involved. 

At. this point , which was about 4:23 PM, Senator 
Schweichcr loft the room and did not take any further part 
in the interrogation. 
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